
2020	Visit	Our	Schools	Month	

Come	Visit	Our	School	This	February!	

Community	members,	parents,	and	
prospec3ve	parents	are	invited	to	visit	
any	ASD	school	during	the	month	of	
February	to	learn	more	about	our	
community's	public	schools.	While	
schools	welcome	members	of	the	
public	year-round,	this	coordinated	

effort	provides	parents	and	community	
members	an	opportunity	to	learn	more	

about	the	many	educa3onal	
opportuni3es	available.	

The	safety	of	our	students	will	always	
remain	our	top	priority.	All	people	on	
tours	will	be	checked	in	through	

normal	procedures	that	visitors	follow.	
Principals	or	their	designee	will	lead	the	
tours	and	tour	groups	will	never	be	leF	unsupervised.	

Students	will	con3nue	classroom	ac3vi3es	and	the	tours	
will	not	interfere	with	student	learning.	

Learn	more	about	Visit	Our	Schools	Month	at	
www.asdk12.org/visit.	

B A X T E R  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L

BAXTER BULLETIN 
SPECIAL EDITION 

2991 Baxter Rd, Anchorage, AK 99504, 907-742-1750 January 13, 2020

CALENDAR

Jan 14 - PTA Mtg 6pm 
           Awards Assembly (by invitation) 

Jan 17 - Popcorn Friday 
     B-ball at Baxter 4pm 
     Go Bright-Dress in Neon; Stuffed 
     Animal Dress up too Spirit Day 

Jan 20 - NO SCHOOL; Martin Luther King 
      Jr. Day 

Jan 23 - Wendler Jazz Band 9:15am 

Jan 24 - B-ball game at Baxter 4pm 
      Crazy hair/Fancy hat day 

Jan 29 - 4th Grade Swimming 

Jan 31 - B-ball game at O’Malley 4pm 
     Fancy Nancy Dress Up Tea Party 
     Wendler visit 1:30pm 

Feb 4  - Dental Assembly 2:45pm 

Feb 7  - Spelling Bee 9:15am 
     B-ball game at Baxter 4pm 

Feb 10 - 13 Book Fair 

Feb 12 & 13th Early Dismissal, 12:30pm 
           Parent/Teacher conferences 

Important Numbers: 
Attendance:     
BXattendance@asdk12.org 
  
Attendance: 742-1750, Press 1 
Nurse:       742-1751 
Cafeteria:       742-1767 
Office:       742-1750

http://baxter.asdk12.org

www.facebook.com/
BaxterElementaryASD
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S 
& ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Hello	Baxter	Families,	

Welcome	back	to	the	second	semester	of	school	and	Happy	New	Year	to	you	all!	We	hope	this	year	brings	
nothing	but	health	and	happiness	your	way.	

We	have	been	staying	warm	inside	for	recess	most	of	the	past	week	due	to	our	extreme	temperatures.	The	
District	policy,	which	can	be	found	online	in	the	handbook,	states	that	-10	degrees	is	the	cut	off	
temperature	for	going	outside	and	that	it	is	up	to	the	discre3on	of	the	building	principal	whether	or	not	to	
have	abbreviated	recess	at	lower	temperatures.	It	is	extremely	important	that	your	child	comes	prepared	
to	be	outside.	Gloves,	hat,	snow	pants,	boots	and	a	warm	jacket	are	a	must.	Please	also	make	sure	your	
child	is	appropriately	dressed	for	being	inside	at	school	as	well.	Shorts,	slip	on	shoes	and	sleeveless	shirts	
should	not	be	worn	to	school.	We	never	know	when	me	may	need	to	leave	the	building	and	students	need	
to	be	prepared	for	that	possibility	at	all	3mes.	If	you	need	assistance	with	winter	gear,	we	have	a	limited	
supply	to	borrow	from.	I	have	asked	teachers	to	reach	out	to	families	when	students	are	coming	to	school	
without	proper	gear.	Thank	you	for	helping	us	ensure	our	Bobcats	are	as	safe	as	possible!	

Did	you	know	that	Mrs.	Lansdale	and	I	look	at	each	and	every	report	card	and	SPED	progress	report	that	
goes	home?	We	love	seeing	the	progress	of	our	students	and	it	helps	us	to	keep	in	touch	with	what	is	going	
well	and	where	we	need	to	focus	with	individual	students,	at	grade	levels	and	at	the	school	level.	One	of	
the	observa3ons	that	we	wanted	to	share	with	you,	that	stood	out	significantly,	was	the	correla3on	
between	home	reading	minutes	and	reading	proficiency	amongst	our	students.	Many	teachers	list	the	
reading	minutes	on	report	cards	and	we	were	able	to	see	3me	and	3me	again	that	students	who	have	
healthy	reading	habits	(reading	consistently)	at	home,	had	significant	growth	in	their	reading	scores	and	
achievement.	We	all	know	the	research	behind	why	this	is,	but	we	wanted	to	share	a	few	reminders:	

• Star3ng	in	kindergarten,	if	a	student	reads	20	minutes	a	day	at	home,	they	will	hear	1.8	million	
words	per	year.		They	will	have	read	for	851	hours	by	6th	grade	and	on	standardized	tests,	they	will	
likely	score	beber	than	90%	of	their	peers.	

• Daily	reading	will	help	the	brain	make	connec3ons	between	the	wriben	and	spoken	word,	
widening	vocabulary	in	the	process.	Vocabulary	knowledge	equates	to	masterful	spelling.	Reading,	
spelling	and	vocabulary	are	cri3cally	important	to	a	child's	lifelong	achievement.	

• A	recent	study	conducted	by	the	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics	found	reading	to	children	of	any	
age	awakens	a	number	of	regions	in	the	leF	part	of	the	brain.	These	are	the	areas	that	become	
ac3vely	involved	in	understanding	the	meaning	of	words	and	concepts	3ed	to	memory.	

Let’s	face	it!	There	is	nothing	quite	like	reading	together	as	a	family!	We	miss	the	days	when	we	had	lible	
ones	snuggled	up	next	to	us	reading	or	curled	up	on	our	laps!	Whether	you're	flipping	through	picture	
books	with	your	lible	ones	or	siing	in	the	same	room	with	older	children	while	they	are	immersed	in	
literature,	these	are	3mes	you	remember	and	it	shows	your	children	you	value	all	that	reading	brings!	

As	always,	if	you	have	ques3ons,	concerns	or	good	news	to	share,	please	reach	out	to	Mrs.	Lansdale	or	
myself.	

Stay	warm!	
Dawn	Campbell	and	Lisa	Lansdale	



Kindness Club

Grades 3-6


The kindness club is starting again! We will meet every other Thursday from 3:30 to 
4:30 to complete service projects that will benefit our community. Projects may 
include card making, art projects, baking and much more! If you are interested in 
joining, please fill out the permission slip below and return it to the office by 
Tuesday January 21st. 

Once you have joined, a schedule of dates will be sent home.  Our first meeting will 
be 1/30. Please remember to get your permission slips in by the 21st. 


Sincerely,

Ms. Buchwald and Miss Gagnon


My child ____________________________________ has permission to 
participate in Baxter’s kindness club every other Thursday from 3:30 – 4:30. I will 
arrive at Baxter by 4:30 to pick up my child. 


_______________________   _________________

Parent/Guardian Signature     Date


____________________    ________________

Student Signature     Date




Nurses Corner 

February is National Children’s Dental Health month. 

In observance of this we will be having a local dentist come in and speak to the 
children about dental hygiene on February Fourth.  At this time they will be sending 
home permission slips to come back and do a dental screening.  This is being offered 
to the school as a free service.  IF you wish for your child to participate please fill out 
the permission slip.  If you wish to not participate simply do not send the permission 
slip back.   

If the dentist notices any problems then they will send home an information form.  If 
you think you may need help in providing care please contact the school nurse 
907-742-1751 and I can get you a list of resources. 

Parents are Perfect! 

We currently have several food service positions open at 
various schools throughout the district. Substitutes are also 
needed in many school cafeterias to assist with preparing 
food, and serving breakfast & lunch to students.  Hours are 
perfect for parents: part-time and flexible.  Fill out an 
application at the ASD Building at 5530 East Northern 
Lights Blvd at the Boniface Mall or go to www.asdk12.org.  
For more information call Susan at 348-5185. 







@ your library…

Happy New Year!

As we move into 2020, our students are continuing to learn how to locate the books they want to read 
using our library catalog and how to expand on those skills to research topics of interest and need. Fifth 
graders are learning about copyright and 6th graders are beginning to explore 20th century U.S. history. 
Our 4th graders are learning to use online resources, and all these grades will be learning to use 
NoodleTools to cite their information sources as part of the ethical use of information – an important 
library standard and life skill. Our primary students are continuing to discover the areas of the library and 
how to navigate those areas to find what books that interest them.

As always, please feel free to stop by, call (742-1750), or email me at mccall_vicki@asdk12.org if you 
have any questions about Sora or anything else we are doing in the library.

Miss McCall
Teacher-Librarian
Link to the Anchorage Public Library Calendar  
http://anchoragelibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventCalendar.aspx

 

BOOK FAIR

Mark your calendars! Our Book Fair is scheduled for February 10th - 13th, the week of 
parent-teacher conferences. Watch for more information soon.

BIKES FOR BOOKS

Please help your students remember to complete and turn in their reading logs! Every month 
they meet their reading goal they can put in an entry for the drawing to win a new bike with 
matching helmet & lock in April, courtesy of Glacier Lodge #10, F&AM.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

We are continuing to review our emergency preparedness in the wake of last year’s major earthquake. 
Part of that is making sure we have the necessary search and rescue equipment on hand should our 
building suffer major damage. We were lucky last time, but need to be prepared in case we are not so 
lucky next time.

Please help us make sure we can keep our students safe by supporting our Donors’ Choose Grant at 
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/rescue-our-youth/4651665/ so we can purchase the search & 
rescue equipment we need. Feel free to share the link with friends and family who might also be willing 
to help.

Thank you for your support in helping keep our students safe!

http://anchoragelibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventCalendar.aspx
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ASD Non Discrimination Statement: 

It is the policy of the Anchorage School District to provide equal educational and 
employment opportunities, and to provide services and benefits to all students and 
employees without regard to race, color, religion, disability, national origin, gender, 
marital status, change in marital status, pregnancy, parenthood or other prohibitions.  
This policy of the Anchorage School District is consistent with numerous laws, 
regulations, and executive orders enforced by various federal, state, and municipal 
agencies, including but not limited to Executive Order 11246, Title 41, part 60-1, 
60-2, 60-3, 60-20, Title VI and VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, and Title IX of the 
Education Amendments Act of 1972. Inquiries or complaints may be addressed to the 
School District Equal Employment Opportunity Office, the Alaska State Commission 
for Human Rights, the Anchorage Equal Rights Commission, or the Director of the 
Office for Civil Rights, the Department of Education or the Department of Health 
and Human Services.

SCHOOL BUSINESS PARTNERS 

We appreciate your support!

Hacienda Mexican Restaurant 
Anchorage




